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Moose Lake Vision Statement and Goal Statements
Vision Statement

“The City of Moose Lake is an innovative regional hub, rich with
historic value, natural aesthetics, and economic opportunities that
provides a welcoming ‘small town feel’ while embracing technology,
education, and recreational resources.”
Housing Goal Statement: Moose Lake will provide a healthy housing stock that
offers a wide variety of affordable, and sustainable housing options for all
residents, both current and prospective.
Transportation Goal Statement: Moose Lake will provide a safe, efficient
transportation system for multiple modes of transportation, connecting local and
regional destinations and will have well-maintained streets, sidewalks, and trails
that serve all user needs.
Utilities and Community Infrastructure Goal Statement: Moose Lake will
continue commitment towards adequate infrastructure and maintenance for city
structures, parks, trails, water and sanitary system, roads and other public
facilities through a systematic short-range planning process to sustain future
growth.
Agricultural and Natural Resources Goal Statement: Moose Lake will sustain,
maintain, and enhance its natural and agricultural areas to continue offering a
high quality of life and promote access to healthy foods for residents and visitors
alike.
Recreational and Cultural Resources Goal Statement: Moose Lake will work to
enhance the recreational and cultural opportunities/facilities available to citizens
by proactively planning and implementing projects and programming to enhance
opportunities available to both residents and travelers.
Economic Development Goal Statement: Moose Lake will promote jobs, new tax
revenue, diversity of industry, and seek partnership opportunities with new and
existing businesses and industries while maximizing economic connections to its
natural and cultural resources by promoting manageable growth.
City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update 2015
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Intergovernmental Cooperation Goal Statement: Moose Lake will work
cooperatively with Carlton County, the State of Minnesota, and other public and
private entities to provide cost effective high quality public services.
Land Use Goal Statement: Moose Lake will have land use policies that promote
sustainable land use, actively plan for the future, and seek to promote effective
use of each property while still facilitating cost effective and efficient public
services. Moose Lake’s land use policies will be clear, efficient and easy to
administer.
Implementation Goal Statement: The City of Moose Lake will actively work as an
entity and with stakeholders to complete the strategies identified in the
comprehensive plan and will review and update implementation annually.
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Introduction and Background
The following is the City of Moose Lake’s Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Moose Lake City
Council on July 8, 2015. The plan was created to guide development of the City for future
economic growth, population expansion, and preservation of resources. The Moose Lake
Comprehensive Plan addresses strategies and action steps to resolve key issues and preserve
valued assets of the City.

Comprehensive Plan Description
A comprehensive plan is the policy framework that communities use to guide development and
land use activities. The development of a comprehensive plan is based on a process of engaging
the public in local decisions, and articulating the sort of community they would like to live in
and leave behind for the next generation. A comprehensive plan is a tool to help a community
identify their long-term choices and goals, and to create strategies and action steps to work
towards accomplishing their vision.
Legal Foundation of Comprehensive Planning
The State of Minnesota gives its cities the legal authority to regulate land use. The State does
not require the creation of comprehensive plans for cities outside of the seven-county
metropolitan area. However, it is recognized that a comprehensive plan is a valuable tool that a
city can use to express its vision and develop strategies guide decision making into the future.
The Municipal Planning Act (Chapter 462.Housing, Redevelopment, Planning, Zoning, 2006)
creates a single, uniform procedure that applies to all cities. The comprehensive plan provides
the legal foundation to enact land use controls and other municipal actions to implement longterm growth and development strategies and regulations. The city’s land use (zoning)
ordinances and official zoning map should be updated to conform to the Comprehensive Plan
pursuant to adoption.

2014-15 Update Process
In 2014, the City of Moose Lake partnered with the Arrowhead Regional Development
Commission (ARDC) to conduct an update to their comprehensive plan. The update focused
on emerging issues and updating the status of projects which have been acted upon since the
2001 planning process. An outline of the 2014 planning process has been provided below:
Planning Process
February 12th, 2014 – City Council Meeting- ARDC met with the Moose Lake City
Council to discuss the projects scope, process, and timeline. It was decided, that a public
planning committee comprised of city council, staff, local organization representatives,
members of the public, and other stakeholders would be used to guide the planning process.
February 26th, 2014- Kickoff Meeting- ARDC met with the Moose Lake Comprehensive
Plan Planning Committee to outline the scope, process, and timeline of the project. The
Committee also provided insight on emerging trends or issues of concern that have arisen
since the last plan, to provide context for the plan update. Promotion strategies of the
upcoming public visioning session were also discussed.
City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update 2015
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May 7th, 2014- Moose Lake Public Visioning Session- The public visioning session
was advertised and promoted by the City with assistance from ARDC, in order to obtain
good attendance and incorporate public input into the priorities set forth in the plan. At
the meeting, attendees were led through a brief presentation on comprehensive planning,
and then led through multiple public engagement exercises to identify local assets to
protect/preserve, potential barriers the City may face in the future, provide feedback on
investment priorities, and also help mold the vision statement to guide the City into the
future.
June 4th, 2014- Public Visioning Review Meeting- The third meeting of the process
analyzed key demographics and summarized results from the visioning session exercises. The
Planning Committee meeting also provided further discussion focused on key issues and
assets for the City of Moose Lake. Additionally, goal statements for each chapter were
reviewed and revised in addition to the community vision statement.
September 16th, 2014- Recommendation Review— Initial recommendations of
goals, objectives, and strategies were reviewed with the Planning Committee to provide
feedback on the extent and inclusion of each. Additional discussion took place regarding
additional analysis of other potential recommendations or areas to explore. Strategies for
promoting the upcoming recommendation public review meeting were also discussed.
Revisions were made available to the Planning Committee digitally after the meeting.
November 5th, 2014- Recommendation Public Review Meeting— ARDC presented
the Public Review Meeting attendees with a brief overview of comprehensive planning and
the process to-date, and continued to present on all goals, strategies, and action steps to be
included in the plan, providing additional context to some, and answering questions when
they arose. Comments and feedback were documented and to be summarized for the
committee’s review.
December 18th, 2014- Committee Feedback Review— Recommendation language
revisions and a vision statement were reviewed and finalized through focused discussion
with the Planning Committee. The Planning Committee also discussed final steps for the
plan and public review meeting promotional strategies.
April, 13 2015- Public Review of Comprehensive Plan Document—A public review
meeting was conducted to take comments on the draft version of the completed plan. The
plan was made available online and at City Hall prior to the hearing. The draft plan was
made available for comment an additional 2 weeks after the meeting. Comments and
revisions were documented and summarized for the Planning Committee’s review.
June 23, 2015- Public Hearing—The Planning & Zoning Commission held a public
hearing to take comment on the plan. After review, and minimal discussion, the plan was
recommended for adoption by the Commission.
July 8, 2015- Plan Adoption—City Council adopted the Comprehensive Plan.
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Community Profile
The City of Moose Lake is located in south central Carlton County. The total area of the
City is 3.27 square miles,had a 2010 Census population of 2,751 and a 2013 ACS (estimate) of
2,787 people. This growing communty, wraps around Moosehead Lake, and also contains part
of Moosehorn River. MN State Highway 73 runs through the community, and links the city with
Interstate 35. Interstate 35 provides service north and south to Duluth and the Metro area, as
Moose Lake is at approximately the midway point. Moose Lake’s residents value their
community’s location and character– Moose Lake is a quiet residential community.

Community History1
Built along a glacial valley between St. Paul
and Duluth, the Northern Pacific Railroad was
completed in 1870, and Moose Lake grew
along the rail line and the shores of
Moosehead
Lake.
The
village
was
incorporated on February 15, 1889. The
logging industry boomed because of the
railroads. A large mill was built on the
lakeshore in 1874. At the turn of the century,
farmers came into the area. As the logging
industry was winding down, the railroads,
needing more business, advertised in Europe
for farmers to buy land from their government land grants. With the farmers came stores,
lawyers, and the livestock business. Two more transportation routes were added after the turn
of the century. The first state highway came through Moose Lake in the early 1900’s and
brought garages and gas stations. A second railroad, the Soo Line, came through Moose Lake in
1909, running between Brooten and Superior. One of the greatest disasters in the state’s
history took place on October 12, 1918, when a
forest fire raced through northeastern
Minnesota destroying nearly all of Moose Lake,
Cloquet, and many other communities. After
the fire, the resilient people rebuilt their homes
and the towns. The Depot survived the fire, and
is now a museum containing exhibits about the
history of the area railroads and the story of the
1918 fire. The fire burned 250,000 acres, took
more than 450 lives, and devastated the Moose
Lake/ Kettle River area.
1

City of Moose Lake Brochure
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Population Demographics
Moose Lake demographics were gathered from the US Census Bureau and the American
Community Survey (ACS). Information about the City of Moose Lake was gathered in the
following general categories: Population, Housing, Employment, Income, and Transportation,
with specific tables/ information found in their respective chapter. The Census data is both
from the US Decennial census, which is collected every ten years, and the American Community
Survey, which provides estimates for the interim years (provided 1-5 years, varying on
community size). More information about the census data can be found online at:
http://www.census.gov.
Moose Lake Population Key Findings (US Census 2010 and ACS 2012)






According to the 2010 Census, the City of Moose Lake had a population of 2,751.
A larger population of males over females with 68% male and 32% female (impacted by
MSOP/DOC)
22.9% population increase since 2000 (From 2,239 in 2000 to 2,751 in 2010)
Median age in Moose Lake is 42.9 years old (MN State-37.4)
Top three largest age groups in Moose Lake:
o Ages 20-29 (19.9%)
o Ages 30-39 (19.9%)
o Ages 50-64 (17.4%)

Additional Population Demographic Information
Two of Moose Lake’s largest employers include a Minnesota Department of Corrections (DOC)
facility, and a Minnesota Sexual Offenders Program (MSOP) Facility. While these organizations
add economic value to the community, it was discovered in the planning process that they can
skew the community census number (2012 ACS and data from MSOP/DOC was utilized)
Moose Lake Population Key Findings (MSOP/DOC and Community Statistic Analysis)






Total Population: (2,747) - Inmate population (1521) = Civilian Population (1,226)
Most Significant drop off was in age group ’25-34’ at 472 (from 527 to 55)
Concern of lack of young workforce: (loss)
o 20-24: (140)
o 25-34: (472)
o 35-44: (397)
o Total 20-44: (1009) = 30% (was 42.7% – now 13.5%)
Workforce
o 1,521 loss population over 16 (Workforce is 966 with MSOP/DOC removal))
o 50 % decrease of ‘not in labor force’
o $20,000 increase in Per Capita Income (from $15,213 to $34,114)

Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update-2015
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Public Visioning Session
To garner additional public input into the priorities for the future of the community, ARDC staff
worked with the Planning Committee and City of Moose Lake to hold a Public Visioning Session
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 7th, 2014 at the Moose Lake Community Center.
The Public Visioning Session provided the residents of Moose Lake and the surrounding area a
chance to participate in the process by helping to set community goals. The meeting included a
review of the planning process and public engagement exercises. Citizen participation in the
Visioning Session is critical to the success of the Comprehensive Plan. Residents, elected
officials, business owners, and other stakeholders from the area surrounding Moose Lake were
encouraged to attend and refreshments served to the over 30 meeting attendees.
After a brief presentation on comprehensive planning, ARDC led meeting attendees through a
pair of exercises to gather input on community values and priorities. First the attendees were
asked to work as small groups at tables to mark assets and community issues on a map. Each
table then reported their findings, which were documented by ARDC. A brief description of the
elements captured is below:





Physical Assets: For example, attractions, gathering places, city sidewalks, and
campground.
Other Assets: For example, an asset not seen on the map could include annual
community events, friendly atmosphere, etc.
Future Assets: Desired assets in the future.
Concern Identification:
o Identify Physical Concerns/Threats/Issues
o Identify “Unseen” Concerns Concerns/Threats/Issues
o Identify Future Concerns/Threats/Issues to be avoided

The second exercise focused on crafting a Vision Statement for the City of Moose Lake.
Keeping the list of newly created assets in mind, participants were asked to think about how
they would finish the statement below.

“In the future, the City of Moose Lake …”
For example:

… has a good business environment
… is well connected to area recreational assets

These ‘Vision Nuggets’ were documented by ARDC, and utilized with the Planning Committee in
crafting the community Vision Statement associated with this plan. The Vision Statement
projects the values the community would like to see preserved into the future of the
community.

Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update-2015
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Housing
The purpose of the Housing section is to highlight how the City plays a role in local
housing development through zoning, subdivision regulations, transportation connections to
neighborhood; and how it plans to connect housing to community and economic development,
balanced with maintaining community character and natural resources.
The City of Moose Lake recognizes the correlation between a healthy housing stock, and
community and economic development. Providing high-quality and affordable housing across a
range of residential needs for the City’s workforce and an aging population will retain and
attract residents, and encourage new investment in the community.

Housing Survey Indicator Report
A Housing Indicator Report is an ongoing process to track current and past housing marketing
trends within the city and provides a snapshot of existing conditions. The report provides
information to private businesses, housing developers, property owners, banking institutions
and private and public community decision makers.
Statistics/Indicators can include population trends/projections, building permits issued, number
of foreclosures, median sales price, rental rates, rental vacancy rates, affordable housing rates,
home/rental property surveys, among others.

Housing Demographics & Visioning Session Information
The following Housing Key Findings were developed using data from the US Census Bureau and
the American Community Survey (ACS). According to the 2010 Census, the City of Moose Lake
had approximately 732 housing units. Other key findings from the review of housing data are
listed below. (Of note, the ACS results are estimates, and have been noted with an *) As
mentioned in the demographics section, MSOP/DOC numbers can skew these estimates,
additional analysis has been included to help gauge the current environment.
Moose Lake Housing Key Findings (US Census 2010 and ACS 2012)








Housing units are primarily owner occupied units (54.3%) versus rental units (45.7%)
Estimated 84 vacant housing units (11.5% of total)
A majority of the vacant housing units are for rent (46.4%)
Most of the housing in Moose Lake is single-family one-unit, detached housing (60.9)
Average household size of owner-occupied units is 2.09
39.8% of owner-occupied housing units are 2-person households
66.6% of renter-occupied housing units are 1-person households

Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update-2015
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Moose Lake Housing Key Findings (MSOP/DOC Statistical Analysis)
Just as the Minnesota Department of Corrections and Minnesota Sexual Offenders Program
facilities skew the city’s population, they also skew housing data. Using the population
estimate derived from the MSOP/DOC statistical analysis and the 2012 American Community
Survey housing data, ARDC has derived an estimate of civilian housing characteristics. This
estimate assumes that the 54.7% of “rental” units in buildings of 10 or more units represents
DOC/MSOP housing. A physical survey of multi-unit rental buildings in Moose Lake is needed to
verify this assumption. The estimated civilian population derived by adding the population of
owner occupied housing units and assumed civilian occupied rental housing units is 1,222, or
99.6% of the civilian population estimated by the MSOP/DOC statistical analysis.
Civilian occupied housing units:








Owner occupied units: 445
Civilian Rental Units: 173
According to the 2012 ACS housing data, there are 382 renter-occupied units in Moose
Lake. 54.7% of those units were in buildings containing 10 or more apartments. ARDC
assumes that all of the units in buildings with 10 or more apartments are DOC/MSOP
housing. Therefore, 45.3% of total rental units are civilian rental units. This is about 173
units.
Civilian Population: 1,222
Owner occupied units x average owner occupied household size – 445 x 2.09 = 930
Civilian rental occupied units x average rental occupied household size – 173 x 1.69 = 292
930 + 292= 1,222
Homeownership Rate: 72% (Civilian Units - 445 +173 = 618 445/618 = 72%)
Vacancy Rate: 13.2% (618 occupied units / 712 total units = 13.2%)

Moose Lake Housing Key Results (Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities and Barriers/Threats was compiled
through survey results and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled, ARDC
categorized the list into each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context each
recommendation looks to achieve:
Assets & Opportunities (Italicized-Desired assets Identified at Visioning Session)
 Hillside Manor (Senior Living Community & Building)
 Increased quality of housing stock
Barriers/Threats/Issues
 Limited affordable housing
 Large ‘2nd Home’ Population
options
within the community
 Retaining young people
 High Cost of Living
 Limited developable land within
 Aging Population
city

Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update-2015
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Housing Goal and Strategies
Housing Goal
Moose Lake will provide a healthy housing stock that offers a wide variety of affordable,
and sustainable housing options for all residents, both current and prospective.
Housing Strategies
Objective H1: Promote the maintenance of the existing housing stock


H 1.1: Seek out assistance, such as the Minnesota Small Cities Development Grant
program, for home maintenance funding. Work with area agencies on a potential fix-up
fund program (small grants for exterior improvements, such as painting).



H 1.2: Review Moose Lake’s relationships with area housing agencies, like Central
Minnesota Housing Partnership, to determine how City can better address housing.



H 1.3: As a City, continue to strive to make investments in streets, sidewalks,
water/sewer systems, and other infrastructure to encourage private investment in
commercial and residential properties alike.



H 1.4: Continue to enforce existing zoning and blight ordinances to preserve quality of
existing housing stock

Objective H 2: Maintain the existing character of the established neighborhoods


H 2.1: Ensure that new commercial and industrial development is well buffered from
residential areas to minimize the impact on the character of residential neighborhoods.

Objective H 3: Encourage smart growth by planning for emerging residential market
trends/expected growth and promoting ‘aging in place’ concepts as demand increases.


H 3.1: Designate and map areas for residential expansion including both single-family
and multi-family options in close proximity or assimilated to increase density.



H 3.2: Incorporate a blend of single and multi-family development designated for both
market rate as well as affordable housing rates in order to enhance availability to a
multitude of people.



H 3.3: Consider adopting housing development and/or subdivision standards that
address design for future residential units and lots that encompass lifestyles of users of
all ages and mobility. (Design elements may include: development of smaller,
affordable housing units in compact multi-house developments, supported by retail
facilities (i.e. grocery store/pharmacies, etc. accessible by walking/biking)

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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Objective H 4: Create and annually review ‘Housing Indicator Report’ which utilizes annual
statistics regarding housing to provide a snapshot of where community is currently, and
indicators of trends moving forward to help spur private sector development.
Components of a Housing Indicators Report can include: (See Appendix B)
• Demographics (Past and Projected)
• Employment / Labor force Trends
• Home Ownership Trends
• Rental Indicators (Survey) The Survey should address:
• Rental Rates:
• Vacancy Rates
• Derive: Average Rent (# of bedrooms / Utilities paid vs not paid)
• Housing Production (*Amount and Costs of Sales / *Foreclosures)
• Number of Building permits issued (New Builds, Additions, Plats Approved)
• Affordability Analysis
• Annual income necessary to afford particular rent / buy a dwelling
• % of income designated to take care of housing costs
• MSOP/DOC influence on data, i.e. develop a civilian housing and population
profile.

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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Transportation
The purpose of the Transportation section is to identify needs for improvement of
existing or development of new motorized / non-motorized transportation to support the
community.
The City of Moose Lake is located on US Highway 73 and just off of Interstate 35. The highways
are the City’s main connection with neighboring cities, employment centers, services, and
recreation areas. The City is also served by a system of local streets, county roads, and alleys
that connect its residents and visitors. The City has access to two regional trails: The WillardMunger, a 70 plus mile regional bicycle trail spanning from Duluth to Hinckley, and the ‘Soo Line
ATV trail’, Moose Lake is near the terminus where the ‘North’ and ‘South’ lines intersect,
providing access to both routes of the 264 combined miles of ATV riding.

Active Transportation
Active transportation modes play an important role in the overall transportation system. Active
transportation refers to any form of human-powered transportation – walking, cycling, and
using a wheelchair, in-line skating or skateboarding, etc. With the rise in popularity of active
transportation modes, comes a demand for improved active transportation infrastructure (e.g.
sidewalks and trails).

The Willard-Munger Trail is a premier northern Minnesota bike trail. The trail is partially built
on old railroad beds and boasts a 10 foot wide bituminous surface. Paving over the old railroad
bed has significantly cut the cost of the trail’s construction. The pavement allows users to bike,
skate, or walk and enjoy winter activities like cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and hiking. The
trail offers many attractions throughout including campgrounds, local parks, and nearby
community amenities. The Willard-Munger Trail is an excellent example of improved active
transportation infrastructure. The transportation goals and strategies found in this chapter
stemmed from the previous work and studies done in Moose Lake.

Arrowhead Transit
Arrowhead Transit has been a public transportation service since 1974. It was originally created
to provide low-cost transportation for poor, disabled and elderly. With nearly 70 routes in and
around the Arrowhead Region, it is the largest rural public transportation system in the United
States. There are no age or income guidelines and all of the busses are handicap accessible and
the drivers are trained. Arrowhead Transit provides service to Cloquet, Duluth, and various
other communities in Carlton County. More information about routes, dates, times, and cost
can be found online at: http://arrowheadtransit.com.

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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Complete Streets/Living Streets 2
Complete Streets typically refers to street design that provides for multiple modes of
transportation. Green Streets typically refers to street design that reduces environmental
impacts by reducing impervious surface, managing stormwater, and providing shade. Living
Streets is a combination of the two. Living Streets combines the concepts of complete streets
and green streets, and also puts additional focus on quality of life aspects for City residents.
Living Streets Benefits:
• Provide economic benefits: lower initial costs; lower maintenance costs; increase
property values; economic revitalization.
•

Build community: improve public health; increase safety; enhance neighborhood
beauty; strengthen sense of community; provide positive impact upon children.

•

Provide environmental benefits: improve water quality; improve air quality; reduce the
urban heat island affect; reduce materials and energy used in street construction;
promote the planting of trees.

It’s recommended below that the City develop a Complete or Living Street policy critiqued for
the community, MnDOT provides ‘Complete Streets’ guidance, and the above cited City of
Maplewood Living Streets Policy can act as a model on developing policy.

Transportation Demographics
The following transportation key findings were developed using data from the US Census
Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS). (Of note, ACS results are estimates.) As discussed
earlier, MSOP/DOC counts skew these estimates. Additional data is limited, limiting
opportunity for any additional analysis as in other sections of this plan.
Moose Lake Transportation Key Findings (ACS 2012)

2









Approximately 45.5% of the all households have 1 vehicle available
Approximately 30.5% of the all households have 2 vehicles available
Approximately 13.1% of the all households have 3 vehicles available
Most (44.3%) of owner-occupied households have 2 vehicles available
37.1% of owner-occupied households have 1 vehicles available
The majority (54.7%) of renter-occupied households have 1 vehicle available
24.3% of renter-occupied households have no vehicle available







The majority of people (79%) commute alone by car, truck or van
7.3% of people carpool in a car, truck or van
2.1% of people work at home
The most common commute for people (48%) is 9 minutes or less to work
22% commute 10-19 minutes to work

City of Maplewood’s Living Streets Policy
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Moose Lake Transportation Key Results (Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities and Barriers/Threats was
compiled through survey results and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled,
ARDC categorized the list into each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context
each recommendation looks to achieve:
Assets & Opportunities (Desired Future Assets Italicized)
 Hwy 61/73 and Roadways

 Proximity to I-35

 Airport

 Taxi


Arrowhead Transit
More Transit & More Tourism
Safe Pedestrian Crossings
Dedicated Bike Lanes

Barriers/Threats/Issues
 ADA Accessibility Standards
 Financial limitations

Increasing Energy/ Transportation
Cost



Transportation Goal and Strategies
Transportation Goal
Moose Lake will provide a safe, efficient transportation system for multiple modes of
transportation, connecting local and regional destinations and will have well-maintained
streets, sidewalks, and trails that serve all user needs.
Transportation Objectives
Objective T1: Include complete street (/livings streets when applicable) elements such as
sidewalks, non-motorized trails, ADA compliant curb-cuts, and other engineering and policy
tools into improvements and new development of transportation system.


T 1.1: Adopt a complete streets/living streets policy and explore development of
complete streets design manual to incorporate walkability/accessibility elements into
new and existing road development projects.



T 1.2: Enforce standards addressing complete/living streets regarding new
developments, both residential and commercial, to incorporate all modes of
transportation in future development.



T 1.3: Consider requiring bicycle facilities (parking, ease of access, setbacks) as part of
commercial zoning and subdivision ordinances.

Objective T 2: Connect existing and new neighborhoods, public facilities, park, school and
other community destinations with the City’s sidewalk and trail system(s).

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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T 2.1: Utilize mapped existing sidewalk system in order to identify existing conditions
and potential gaps within the system. (See ‘Sidewalk Condition Map’ on page 21)



T 2.2: Continue to maintain existing sidewalk system and provide adequate facilities for
users of all levels.



T 2.3: Identify most critical/dangerous crossings and intersections in community.
o Action Steps: Work with MnDOT and other entities in order to improve safety via
infrastructure improvements (signage, painted sidewalks, etc.)



T 2.4: Explore designating established bike route(s) within community, connecting
neighborhoods with destinations.
o Actions Step 2.4.1: Utilize public engagement meetings to open discussion with
stakeholders regarding desirable routes within the City.
o Actions Step 2.4.2: Consider incorporating bicycle facilities like painted lanes,
sharrows, designated signs, and others to improve the accessibility and safety of
the overall system.

Objective T 3: Maintain local streets, sidewalks and alleys on a routine established schedule
to continue to provide an efficient transportation system within the community.


Action Step 3.1: Develop a street improvement program that identifies and
prioritizes road maintenance and improvement needs and integrate this with the
City’s Capital Improvement Program



Action Step 3.2: Work with the County and MnDOT as needed on addressing
County and State Highway maintenance and improvement needs.

Objective T 4: Incorporate traffic calming measures in identified problem areas, specifically in
proximity to residential and recreational facilities to preserve/protect the characteristics of
existing neighborhoods and enhance the overall walkability of the community.


T 4.1: Explore utilizing traffic calming techniques like reducing the speed limit,
implementing mini circles, curb extensions, or painted intersections at identified
critical intersections. (See T 2.3)
o Action Step 4.1.1: Conduct a walking audit with local stakeholders to
discuss applicability of traffic calming efforts in targeted locations in
order to enhance walkability and gain political/community support.

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015

17 | P a g e

o Action Step 4.1.2: When possible, utilize temporary materials when
implementing improvements to minimize costs and test improvements
prior to investing in full infrastructure improvement(s).
Objective T 5: Promote and support public transit opportunities.


T 5.1: Work with surrounding communities and other partners to help improve
transit availability.



T 5.2: Review transportation options, specifically for those in wheelchairs and
with limited mobility, and collaborate with potential partners to enhance
available services.

Objective T6: Support safety enhancement projects accessing new school, including
collaborate with school in Safe Routes to School planning efforts.


T 6.1: Provide representation during Safe Routes to School Planning Process, and
also during the development of other improvement projects when needs dictate.



T 6.2: Collaborate with the school (when possible) to incorporate safe routes
principles into engineering/design of new site.



T 6.3: Integrate safe pedestrian and bicycle elements into Highway 73 redesign
project with MnDOT, specifically in corridor which provides access to new school
site.

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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City of Moose Lake: Transportation System Map
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Utilities and Community Facilities
The purpose of the Utilities and Community Facilities section is to address the
maintenance and improvement of utilities that support the community (sanitary sewer and
water service) as well as public buildings.

Utilities and Community Facilities are public services and infrastructure that the City develops
and maintains. Utilities can include the utility infrastructure (water, storm water, sewer,
communications and waste collection). Community Facilities include buildings that are
maintained by the City like City Hall, the Community Center, and park/recreational facilities,
(although recreational facilities may also be addressed specifically in other sections of the plan)
among others.
Moose Lake Utilities and Community Facilities Key Results (Public Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities and Barriers/Threats was compiled
through survey results and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled, ARDC
categorized the list into each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context each
recommendation looks to achieve:
Assets & Opportunities (Desired Future Assets Italicized)
 Water & Lights (Public Utility)
 Channel 7 (Local cable broadcast)
 Stable Infrastructure
 24 hour police/ambulance service
 City Crew
 Radio Station WMOZ
 New water/sewer infrastructure
Barriers/Threats/Issues
 Storm water
 Reserve Ponds
 Water Quality
 Aging Infrastructure
 Future Wastewater treatment capacity may be an issue (w/ development)
 I & I issues

Utilities and Community Infrastructure Goal and Strategies
Utilities and Community Infrastructure Goal
Moose Lake will continue commitment towards adequate infrastructure and
maintenance for city structures, parks, trails, water and sanitary system, roads and other public
facilities through a systematic short-range planning process to sustain future growth.

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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Utilities and Community Infrastructure Objectives
Objective UC 1: Begin Capital Improvements Planning (CIP) process which annually
implements and reviews priorities to continue to provide adequate infrastructure (including
roads, sidewalks, water/wastewater facilities, etc.) while balancing financial constraints.


UC 1.1: Extend sewer and water infrastructure to existing un-serviced users and
continue to extend utilities in an orderly fashion to new users as demand/development
requires.



UC 1.2: Incorporate public improvements with redevelopment activities to reduce
costs. (I.e. replacing necessary utilities when resurfacing a road)



UC 1.3: Continue to monitor wastewater treatment facility capacity as future
growth/demand increases may warrant expansion/improvement project to meet needs.
o Action Step 1.3.1: Take appropriate actions to maintain or improve efficiency of
existing system (i.e. Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) improvements)

Objective UC 2: Designating a new use for existing school site will be critical to continuing
maintenance/ utilization of a community asset.


UC 2.1: Designate a committee to discuss and provide input in determining future uses
of the building.
o Action Step 2.1.1: Meet regularly until decision is made, additionally,
establishing long term maintenance responsibilities could be another role of the
committee.

Objective UC 3: Incorporate 2014 Carlton County Hazard Mitigation Plan principles into
planning process to reduce potential damages and costs due to natural disasters.


UC 3.1: Annually address, implement, and monitor projects and mitigation strategies
identified in 2014 Carlton County Hazard Mitigation Plan. (See appendix D)



UC 3.2: Include infrastructure and other mitigation improvements into Capital
Improvement
Planning
(CIP)
process
when
addressing
annual
maintenance/improvements.

Objective UC 4: Improve storm water management system to minimize runoff and protect
infrastructure and property within the city for excessive damages.


UC 4.1: Identify areas for storm water management improvements which provide
highest return on cost to mitigation.
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UC 4.2: Support additional green space projects including rain gardens, roof-top green
spaces, and other impervious surface offsetting projects to help reduce storm water
amounts throughout the city.



UC 4.3: Explore implementing a storm water utility plan to help create incentives for
residential investments in addition to capital improvements by the City.

Objective UC 5: Continue to explore the feasibility of expanding local utility capacity including
alternative energy opportunities.
Objective UC 6: Collaborate with utility companies in identifying alley utility,
easement, right of way, and other locations.

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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Agricultural and Natural Resources
The purpose of the Agricultural and Natural Resources section is to identify and plan for
how improvement / development / preservation & promotion of natural and agricultural
resources can improve the quality of life in the community and bring beneficial economic
development.
Working to preserve and improve the natural and agricultural resources of a community can
positively influence the quality of life for local residents, improve community character,
attractiveness, raise property values, and increase recreational opportunities for tourism. The
natural setting of Moose Lake provides excellent quality-of-life for its residents and helps serve
as an outdoor recreation destination.
Additionally, Moose Lake’s night sky was identified as a natural resource worthy of preservation
due to its impact on outdoor recreation (and nearby state park). Increasingly, stimulating night
time visual environments are being lost due to excessive waste and poor use of lighting in a
variety of development throughout the country. In order to preserve this increasingly rare
resource, the City of Moose Lake would like to begin looking into potential strategies to
preserve their night sky for current and future residents alike.
Moose Lake Agricultural and Natural Resources Key Results (Public Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities and Barriers/Threats was compiled
through survey results and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled, ARDC
categorized the list into each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context each
recommendation looks to achieve.
Assets & Opportunities (Desired Future Assets Italicized)
 Moosehead Lake

 Other lakes in proximity

 State Park

 Green Spaces

 Trail system

 Campground/Park

 The Moose Horn River

 Fishing Pier

 Gardens/Street Scape

Clean Air
Recreational Opportunities
Trail System Expansion
More Transit & More Tourism
Mtn bike park
Frisbee golf course
Organized Nature Hikes
Increasing Recreational Traffic

Barriers/Threats/Issues
 Limited developable land within city
 ATV traffic & damage to infrastructure
 Perception of a “Closed Community’
 Existing sky glow from facilities in town.
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Agricultural and Natural Resources Goal and Strategies
Agricultural and Natural Resources Goal
Moose Lake will sustain, maintain, and enhance its natural and agricultural areas to
continue offering a high quality of life and promote access to healthy foods for residents and
visitors alike.
Agricultural and Natural Resources Objectives
Objective AR1: Encourage the conservation and enhancement of natural resources and
environmentally sensitive areas within and adjacent to Moose Lake.


AR 1.1: Continue to enforce City shoreland and flood plain ordinances in addition to
existing open space district standards within the community specifically in proximity to
Moosehead Lake and Moose Horn River.



AR 1.2: Examine natural resources impacted by development both within and directly
adjacent to the City.

Objective AR 2: Support local farmer’s market or co-op style activities which provide healthy
food options available within the community.


AR 2.1: Provide open space for activities to take place if organized and requested by
local organization/individual(s).

Objective AR 3: Support improved access to community gardens.


AR 3.1: Utilize public engagement meetings in order to identify need and/or potential
sites for community gardens.



AR 3.2: Work with local interest group(s) to develop maintenance, distribution, and use
partnership(s) prior to establishing garden.

Objective AR 4: Encourage the reduction of light pollution by exploring opportunities to
curtail and reverse any degradation of the night sky.


AR 4.1 Consider adoption of lighting ordinance, involving residential and commercial
light height restrictions, light shielding/directional improvements, motion sensors,
and/or other measures to prevent additional light pollution and preserve Moose Lake’s
night sky. (See www.darksky.org and ARDC’s ‘community planning toolkit for more
information).
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Recreational and Cultural Resources
The purpose of the Recreational and Cultural Resources section is to identify and plan for
how development and preservation of these resources can improve the quality of life in the
community and bring beneficial economic development.
Moose Lake offers many recreational
amenities including city parks with a
playground, multiple fishing piers, and beach
access, an indoor hockey arena with outdoor
hockey rink, access to the Soo Line (ATV) and
Willard-Munger (bicycle/multi-use) trails
which connect to neighboring communities in
the region, and a state park which shares a
boundary with the community. Hiking trails
can be found in the park and City, but further
development is needed. The proximity to both Moosehead Lake and Moose Horn River may be
the greatest natural resource available to the community.
Providing recreational amenities and a healthy environment can benefit a city in many ways:
property values can increase; costs from erosion will be minimized through greenspace;
spending on recreational activities by local residents will increase; parks and open space
influence the quality of life and location decisions of families and businesses; and community
attractiveness and recreational opportunities for tourism may increase.
Moose Lake Recreational and Cultural Resources Key Results (Public Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities and Barriers/Threats was compiled
through survey results and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled, ARDC
categorized the list into each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context each
recommendation looks to achieve.
Assets & Opportunities (Desired Future Assets Italicized)
 Moosehead Lake
 Campground/Park
 Community Center
 The Moose Horn
(& Events)
River
 Riverside Hockey
 Fitness Center
Arena
 Fishing Piers
 Sand Lake Resort
 Gardens/Street
 Lakes in proximity
Scape
 State Park
 Bowling Alley
 Green Spaces
 Lane Theater
 Trail system
 Ministerial
Organization(s)
 Depot/Museum
City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015









Community
Band/Choir
Relay 4 Life
Community Groups
(lions club, etc.)
Community Spirit
Golf Course
Athletic Facilities
(Ball Fields, etc.)
‘Agate Days’ /
Other Civic Events
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Friendly
Atmosphere
Clean Air
Outreach Programs
(Sunshine Program
/ Food Shelf)
Recreational
Opportunities
City Leadership
Trail
System
Expansion









More Transit &
More Tourism
Mtn bike park
More
cultural
programs
Frisbee golf course
Dog Park
Recreation
for
teens
Dedicated
Bike
Lanes

Barriers/Threats/Issues
 Lack of civic involvement & diversity
 Inadequate Sidewalk system
 Lack of large event space
 ADA Accessibility Standards
 Lack of cost effective
telecommunication opportunities
(especially education related)












Community
Education
opportunities
Community Arts
Organized Nature
Hikes
Increasing
Recreational Traffic
Winter
Event/Festival

Limited developable land within city
ATV traffic & damage to
infrastructure
Perception of a “Closed Community

Recreational and Cultural Resources Goal and Strategies
Recreational and Cultural Resources Goal
Moose Lake will work to enhance the recreational and cultural opportunities/facilities
available to citizens by proactively planning and implementing projects and programming to
enhance opportunities available to both residents and travelers.
Recreational and Cultural Resources Objectives
Objective RC1: Encourage the maintenance and expansion of a recreational trail and parks
system throughout the City.


RC 1.1: Inventory and document existing condition of City parks, examining them for
deterioration, maintenance needs and infrastructure improvements.



RC 1.2: Develop action priorities and estimated costs of improvements.



RC 1.3: Explore opportunities for trail and other recreational facilities expansion.
o Action Step 1.3.1: Utilize public engagement strategies (public meetings, surveys,
focus groups, etc.) to help outline desired facilities / recreational opportunities,
potential trail expansion sites, and other prominent recreational issues.
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Objective RC 2: Address the role of existing Parks and Recreation Board to focus efforts on
supporting local parks and trail planning.
Objective RC3: The City will continue support efforts to enhance and sustain the Riverside
Arena.


RC 3.1: The City will lead efforts for a re-design/ improvement project for the arena to
enhance existing capacity and remove it from the flood plain.
o RC 3.1.1: Take lead on bringing design project through to construction to create
multi-faceted community facility for other events/activities outside of hockey.
o RC 3.1.2: Make long term maintenance commitment to upkeep of facility by
incorporating annual needs into Capital Improvements Planning (CIP) and/or
annual budgeting processes to continue to capitalize on investment long term.



RC 3.2: The City will continue to search for additional uses for the arena in order to help
spur increased use and financial sustainability.



RC 3.3: The City will support grass-roots efforts to raise funds/improve/sustain the arena
and consider pursuing grant opportunities to support long term operation and
maintenance.

Objective RC4: The City will identify and explore recreational facilities, programming and
opportunities for elderly residents and those with limited mobility.
Objective RC5: Incorporate recreational facilities into the Capital Improvements Plan process
to ensure facilities stay out of disrepair.
Objective RC 6: Collaborate with Moose Lake Historical Society to inventory, preserve, and
share the cultural and historical documentation/opportunities in the community.


RC 6.1: The City will support grass-roots efforts to raise funds for and pursue grant
opportunities to implement improvements to the Soo Line Depot and Historical Center
and support long term operation and maintenance.

Objective RC 7: Readdress City’s ATV ordinance to assist enforcement efforts and curtail
activity to areas designated for ATV use.


RC 7.1 Explore driver education, signage improvements, and other opportunities to
enhance ATV user friendliness of community, while also addressing existing issues of
riding in undesignated areas and causing damage to property in the community.
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Economic Development
The purpose of the Economic Development section is to help the city review existing
allocations for land use (industry, commerce, housing, public and private uses) and be able to
adjust as necessary to a changing economy.
Moose Lake has three existing commercial economic areas, the historic downtown, along
Highway 73 corridor throughout the center of the community, and also in close proximity to
Interstate 35. Moose Lake’s unique location along Interstate 35 provides an opportunity to
attract visitors traveling between Duluth and the metro area. Moose Lake’s economic
development strategy should combine a focus on ‘infill development’ to revitalize the
downtown corridor, and attraction of new business in areas designated for commercial use in
the City.
Communities across the US are using “infill development” – new development that is located
within existing urban centers and rural hubs – to revitalize vacant or underutilized spaces, and
to increase economic and environmental sustainability. When done well, infill development can
also improve public health outcomes. Building healthy infill can provide benefits in five core
issue areas including: transportation, air quality, access to daily needs, services & health
promoting amenities, and quality affordable housing.

Employment Demographics
The following key employment findings were developed using data from the US Census
Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS). Key findings from the review of employment
data are listed below (Of note, ACS provides estimates in the interims of decennial census’). As
discussed earlier, MSOP/DOC counts skew these estimates. Additional data is limited, limiting
opportunity for any additional analysis as in other sections of this plan.
Moose Lake Employment Key Findings (ACS 2012)





In 2012, the City of Moose Lake had a 2.5% unemployment rate (National rate-8.1%)
Moose Lake has an estimated 966 people that are 16 and over (MSOP/DOC removed)
Of population 16 and over, 31% are considered in the labor force or are able to work
Top employment industries in Moose Lake:
1. Educational services, and social assistance (229- 31.9%)
2. Public Administration (129– 18%)
3. Retail Trade (105– 14.6%)

Income Demographics
The following key income data was gathered from the US Census Bureau’s American
Community Survey. In 2012, the median household income in Moose Lake was $38,512. A
majority of people in Moose Lake have an annual income between $35,000 and $49,999
(20.2%). Per Capita income moves from $15,213 to $34,114 with removal of MSOP/DOC data.
Other key findings from the review of income data are listed below (Of note, ACS provides
estimates in the interims of decennial census’ and replaced some categories altogether).
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Moose Lake Income Key Findings (ACS 2012)






The median family income in Moose Lake is $52,167.
31.7% of people in Moose Lake have an income less than $25,000
11.4% of people in Moose Lake have an income of $75,000 to $99,999
A majority of families have an income of $35,000-$49,999 (23.2%)
54.9% of people in Moose Lake (223) are determined to be below the poverty level
(once again, number may be enhanced due to MSOP and DOC populations)

Moose Lake Economic Development Key Results (Public Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities and Barriers/Threats was compiled
through survey results and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled, ARDC
categorized the list into each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context each
recommendation looks to achieve:
Assets & Opportunities (Desired Future Assets Italicized)
 Old Downtown & Elm Street

 Small Businesses

 Professional Services

 Pharmacy

 “The Muni”

 Cable / Wifi availability

 Professional Employers

 Large Employers

 Restaurants
 Grocery Store
Barriers/Threats/Issues
 Low Tax Base
 Displaced
Workforce
(many
commute in)
 Blighted and empty Buildings
 Difficulty retaining and recruiting
Workers
 Lack of Diverse Restaurants
 Perception of being ‘Business
Unfriendly’
 Lack of Private Sector Jobs
 Development Restrictions
 Vacant Business Buildings
 Lack of Retail Competition
 Poverty
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Serves as a Regional Hub
Cabela’s / Costco
Retail Growth
Light industrial
Finding a Commercial (specializedniche) market to capitalize on
Commercial Development
Technology Park /Businesses
Expanding the Tax Base

Flooding
Lack
of
telecommunication
opportunities (especially education
related)
Retaining young people
Limited developable land within city
Large ‘2nd Home’ Population within
the community
High Cost of Living
Future Tax Burdens
Concern of future ‘Cookie Cutter’/
‘Box store’ Development
Concern development will lead to
loss of
‘Small town Feel’
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Economic Development Goal and Strategies
Economic Development Goal
Moose Lake will promote jobs, new tax revenue, diversity of industry, and seek
partnership opportunities with new and existing businesses and industries while maximizing
economic connections to its natural and cultural resources by promoting manageable growth.
Economic Development Objectives
Objective ED 1: Continue to encourage mixed use zoning in designated areas to boost infill
development and maintenance.


ED 1.1: Identify areas within the city which could be benefit by commercial/residential
mixed use development could be effective.



ED 1.2: Identify and maintain inventory of properties in need of infill development.

Objective ED 2: Improve awareness/communication of local community events, activities,
and amenities on a local, regional and statewide scale.


ED 2.1: Continue to partner with the Chamber of Commerce in promoting/marketing
the community and respective events to the greater public.
o ED 2.1.2: Consider forming/supporting the creation of a visitor’s bureau to
enhance tourism presence/potentially leverage additional funding efforts for
local improvements.



ED 2.2: Create formalized process for providing recreational opportunities &
community events information to the public via multiple modes of communication.



ED 2.3: Consider providing regular community announcements via utility bills or
potentially a newsletter.



ED 2.4: Create a City Facebook page to enhance both communications with the public
as well as online presence for potential travelers.

Objective ED 3: Research and engage local stakeholders in the feasibility of utilizing a Main
Street program to spur downtown revitalization by preserving the character/history of
commercial center and create a destination type feeling of place.


ED 3.1: Facilitate meetings with existing property and business owners in the area in
addition to other stakeholders to identify collaborative vision for district.
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ED 3.2: Explore opportunities of additional unique events/attractions (i.e. sidewalk
sales, etc.) to take place in area to generate more foot traffic and usage.



ED 3.3: Use meetings to identify other opportunities for improvements of downtown
region and can inform larger visionary concepts like form based codes, streetscape
plans, etc.

Objective ED 4: Continue to pursue additional business opportunities (external and internal
to the community) to provide needed services and/or additional jobs to the community.
Objective ED 5: Develop plan to address future use of vacant property sites within the city.
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Intergovernmental Cooperation
The purpose of the Intergovernmental Cooperation section is to identify how and where
the City can work to meet community needs (i.e., fire and emergency response) effectively with
County or other local government as needed (e.g., adjacent cities).
Today the City of Moose Lake, like its neighbors, often works with neighboring communities,
organizations, and other stakeholders to share services and cut costs. Examples of this
cooperation are outlined in the positive working relationship with neighboring Moose Lake
Township, and the Minnesota Department of Corrections (DOC) and the Minnesota Sex
Offender Program (MSOP) which lie within the community.
Moose Lake Intergovernmental Cooperation Key Results (Public Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities were compiled through survey results
and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled, ARDC categorized the list into
each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context each recommendation looks
to achieve:
Assets & Opportunities (Desired Future Assets Italicized)
 School System

 Hospital/Clinic

 MSOP

 Police/Fire

 DOC

 Recycling

 Chamber of Commerce
 DMV

Partner with TWPs
New School
Police district (TWPS)
New Hospital
Large scale City Wide Recycling
Program
Full time Fire Dept

Barriers/Threats/Issues
 Tax Exempt Property
 Closing of state facility
 Inadequate School Facility
 Lack of electives at the high school level (diverse educational opportunities)

Intergovernmental Cooperation Goal and Strategies
Intergovernmental Cooperation Goal
Moose Lake will work cooperatively with Carlton County, the State of Minnesota, and
other public and private entities to provide cost effective high quality public services.
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Intergovernmental Cooperation Objectives
Objective IGC1: Explore opportunities for expanding partnership(s) of services with Moose
Lake Township through annexation and other neighboring jurisdictions (Extended Recycling
Program, Police District, Full-time Fire, etc.)
Objective IGC 2: Continue communication with DOC and MSOP in order to stay informed of
needs as they arise.


IGC 2.1: Continue semi-annual meetings with entities to insure open communication is
occurring regarding emerging needs/trends in the community for all entities involved.

Objective IGC3: Collaborate with Carlton County and State of Minnesota officials and other
entities.


IGC 3.1: Proactively collaborate with and inform Carlton County and Minnesota officials
of the needs in Moose Lake regarding resources, housing, economic development,
transportation, and other issues as they arise.

Objective IGC4: Collaborate with Moose Lake Area Community Care Integration Pilot
Program and continue to support efforts by the organization moving forward.
Objective IGC5 Collaborate with regional entities, like Healthy Northland Local Statewide
Health Improvement Program (SHIP) coordinators and other stakeholders to implement
active living, public health, and other related improvements and programming to promote
healthy lifestyles in the community.
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Land Use
The purpose of the Land Use section is to describe current land use patterns and policies
in the City; describe concerns, identify goals, and map out desired land use outcomes. The
Comprehensive Plan is primarily a land use document and is intended to allocate land among
industry, commerce, residences, public facilities, parks and recreation, open and natural spaces,
and other public and private uses.
The Comprehensive Plan is primarily a land use document intended to set policies for efficient
land use and allocate land among industry, commerce, residences, public facilities, parks and
recreation spaces, open and natural spaces, and other public and private uses. Changes to the
economy, population characteristics, housing patterns, transportation needs, environmental
concerns, and quality of life needs require that the City review existing policies and allocations
and adjust accordingly. Many of the goals and objectives included in this section directly
correspond or are restatements of goals and objectives for other sections of this plan.
Moose Lake Land Use/Zoning Key Results (Public Visioning Session)
The following categorized list of Assets/Opportunities and Barriers/Threats were compiled
through survey results and gathered at the Public Visioning Session. Once compiled, ARDC
categorized the list into each of the respective chapters to provide public priority context each
recommendation looks to achieve:
Assets & Opportunities (Desired Future Assets Italicized)
 Gardens/Street Scape

 Fishing Pier

 The Moose Horn River

 Clean Air

 Old Downtown & Elm Street

 Hwy 61/73 and Roadways

 Proximity to I-35

 Airport

 Safe Pedestrian Crossings

 Dedicated Bike Lanes

 Expanding the Tax Base


Increasing Recreational Traffic
Commercial Development
Trail System Expansion
Technology Park /Businesses
Mtn bike park
New streets, sidewalks, landscaping
Frisbee golf course
Dog Park
Housing
Cabela’s / Costco
Retail Growth

Barriers/Threats/Issues
 Climate change
 Limited developable land within city
 Flooding
 ADA Accessibility Standards
 Development Restrictions
 Vacant Business Buildings

Larger ‘2nd Home’ Population within
the region
Concern of future ‘Cookie Cutter’/
‘Box store’ Development
Concern development will lead to
loss of ‘Small town Feel”
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Increasing Energy/ Transportation
Costs
Future Tax Burdens
Future Wastewater treatment
system will be an issue (w/
development)






Reserve Ponds
Poor Sidewalk system
Lack of large event space
Limited affordable housing options

Land Use Goal and Strategies
Land Use Goal
Moose Lake will have land use policies that promote sustainable land use, actively plan
for the future, and seek to promote effective use of each property while still facilitating cost
effective and efficient public services. Moose Lake’s land use policies will be clear, efficient and
easy to administer.
Land Use Objectives
Objective LU1: Maintain a modern, up-to-date zoning ordinance, zoning map, official map,
and permitting documents.


LU 1.1: Update City Zoning Ordinance Code to address modern development concerns
and streamline administration.

Objective LU2: Continue efforts to expand amount of land available for commercial &
residential development along Highway 73 corridor.
Objective LU3: Incorporate form based zoning into zoning ordinance which can include
elements such as parking locations and limits, building frontages and entrances, and
streetscaping to create ‘sense of place’ within the community (i.e. downtown district). (See
future land use map for examples of improvements)
Objective LU4: Incorporate/Enforce open space and/or park requirements into zoning
ordinance and subdivision ordinance to preserve recreational opportunities for all new and
existing neighborhoods.
Objective LU5: Connect existing and new neighborhoods, public facilities, park, school, and
other community destinations to the City’s trail system.
Objective LU6: Work with commercial developers to find flexible areas of lot sizes, parking
requirements, etc. in order to preserve small town atmosphere and avoid ‘big box store’
footprints.
Objective LU7: Continue working relationship with Moose Lake Township and consider
orderly annexation with Moose Lake Township.
Objective LU8: Collaborate with School Board in new school siting and design efforts.
City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015
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Moose Lake Zoning
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Implementation
The purpose of the Implementation section is to outline steps the city should take in
order to implement and complete the steps outlined in this plan.
Implementation of the objectives laid out in the plan may be the most critical step for the City
moving forward. The City of Moose Lake is committed to following through with the plan’s
recommended actions. Annual review and status updates of ongoing activities laid out in the
comprehensive plan assist in keeping the City on track to completing objectives outlined in the
planning process. Additionally, regular review can also allow the City to incorporate new or
emerging issues that may have not been prevalent during the planning process along with
revising priorities for action steps due to unforeseen circumstances.
A project Implementation checklist has been included in the plan’s appendix A and is a resource
for conducting an annual review of the plan while also serving as a quick reference for all the
goals, objectives, and actions steps outlined in this plan. Additionally, up to date technical and
financial assistance resources are maintained by ARDC to enhance community capacity for
implementation.
This ‘community planning toolkit’ can be accessed at
http://www.arrowheadplanning.org/communityplanningtoolkit.

Implementation Goal and Strategies
Implementation Goal
The City of Moose Lake will actively work as an entity and with stakeholders to complete
the strategies identified in the Comprehensive Plan and will review and update implementation
annually.
Implementation Objectives
Objective I1: An implementation checklist will be developed listing each strategy action item
in the plan and organized in a spreadsheet with some general implementation
steps, responsible entities and timeframe.


I 1.1: Annually review the implementation checklist at a City Council meeting to
determine each step’s implementation status and to re-determine each step’s current
priority level. Utilize this meeting as a public hearing/engagement session to continue
incorporating public priorities into investment decisions.



I 1.2: Change, update, or end actions that need alterations or have been completed or
new project priorities emerge.



I 1.3: When over half of the finite objectives are completed from existing plan, begin
discussion of identifying next steps for plan update process.

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update – 2015

49 | P a g e

Objective I 2: Monitor available grant opportunities to leverage funds to implement larger
scale projects.


I 2.1: Continue communication with grantors like MnDOT, and MnDNR to be aware of
possible grant solicitations and parameters for eligible projects.



I 2.2: Monitor and utilize ARDC’s ‘Community Planning Toolkit’ for financial and
technical assistance resources information and availability for implementation
assistance.
(available at: http://www.arrowheadplanning.org/communityplanningtoolkit )



I 2.3: Utilize ARDC in order to gain technical assistance for project applications,
management, and other services offered when deemed necessary.
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City of Moose Lake
Comprehensive Plan
Updated 2015
Prepared for the City of Moose Lake
Prepared by the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC)
ARDC’s Mission
To serve the people of the Arrowhead Region by providing local units of government and
citizens groups a means to work cooperatively in identifying needs, solving problems, and
fostering local leadership.
If you have questions regarding ARDC or the City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update,
please contact:
Regional Planning Division
221 West First St.
Duluth, MN 55802
General Phone: 218-722-5545
Fax: 218.529-7592
Website: www.arrowheadplanning.org
Primary Contact 2015 Update: Justin Otsea
Phone: 218-722-5529
Email: jotsea@ardc.org
Planning Team:
Andy Hubley, Director
Josh Bergstad
Ryan Miller
Charlie Moore
Justin Otsea
Ellen Pillsbury
Michelle Pierson
Jarrett Valdez
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APPENDIX A: Implementation Schedule
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Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update 2015 ‐ Implementation Checklist
Section

Goal

Objective

Strategy/***Action Step

1.1: Seek out assistance, such as the Minnesota Small Cities
Development Grant program, for home maintenance funding.
Work with area agencies on a potential fix-up fund program
(small grants for exterior improvements, such as painting).

H1: Promote the maintenance
of the existing housing stock

1.2: Review Moose Lake’s relationships with area housing
agencies, like Central Minnesota Housing Partnership, to
determine how City can better address housing.
1.3: As a City, continue to strive to make investments in streets,
sidewalks, water/sewer systems, and other infrastructure to
encourage private investment in commercial and residential
properties alike.

Housing

1.4: Continue to enforce existing zoning and blight ordinances to

preserve quality of existing housing stock
Moose Lake
will provide a H 2: Maintain the existing 2.1: Ensure that new commercial and industrial development is
of the established
well buffered from residential areas and will not increase
healthy housing character
neighborhoods
commercial traffic in residential neighborhoods
stock that offers
3.1: Designate and map areas for residential expansion including
a wide variety
both single family and multi-family options in close proximity or
assimilated to increase density.
of affordable,
and sustainable H 3: Encourage smart growth 3.2: Incorporate a blend of single and multi-family development
for emerging
designated for both market rate as well as affordable housing rates
housing options by planning
residential market
in order to enhance availability to a multitude of people.
trends/expected growth and
for all residents, promoting ‘aging in place’
Consider adopting housing development and/or subdivision
both current concepts as demand increases. 3.3:
standards that address design for future residential units and lots
that encompass lifestyles of users of all ages and mobility.
and
(Design elements may include: development of smaller, affordable
housing units in compact multi-house developments, supported by
prospective.
retail facilities (i.e. grocery store/pharmacies, etc. accessible by

Timeline

Status

Short Term

Short Term

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Short Term

Short/Mid-Term

Short/Mid-Term

walking/biking)

H 4: Create and annually
review ‘Housing Indicator
Report’ which utilizes annual
statistics regarding housing to
provide a snapshot of where
community is currently, and
indicators of trends moving
forward to help spur private
sector development.

Short Term/Annually
Thereafter

1 of 7

City of Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update 2015‐Implementation Schedule
Goal

Objective

Strategy/***Action Step

1.1: Adopt a complete streets/living streets policy and
explore development of complete streets design manual
to
incorporate walkability/accessibility elements into new
T1: Include complete street (/livings
and existing road development projects.
streets when applicable) elements
such as sidewalks, non-motorized
trails, ADA compliant curb-cuts, and 1.2: Enforce standards addressing complete/living streets
other engineering and policy tools
regarding new developments both residential and
into improvements and new
commercial to incorporate all modes of transportation in
development of transportation
future development.
system.
1.3: Consider requiring bicycle facilities (parking, ease
of access, setbacks) as part of commercial zoning and
subdivision ordinances.
2.1: Utilize mapped existing sidewalk system in order to
identify existing conditions and potential gaps within the
system.

Timeline

Status

Short/Mid Term

Short/Mid Term

Short/Mid Term

Short Term

Ongoing
2.2: Continue to maintain existing sidewalk system and
provide adequate facilities for users of all levels.

Short Term

TRANSPORTATION

2.3: Identify most critical/dangerous crossings and
intersections in community.

Moose Lake will
provide a safe,
efficient
transportation
system for multiple
modes of
transportation,
connecting local
and regional
destinations and
will have wellmaintained streets,
sidewalks, and
trails that serve all
user needs.

T 2: Connect existing and new
neighborhoods, public facilities,
park, school and other community
destinations with the City’s sidewalk
***Work with MnDOT and other entities in order to
and trail system(s).
improve safety via infrastructure improvements (signage,
painted sidewalks, etc.)

2.4: Explore designating established bike route(s) within
community, connecting neighborhoods with destinations.

T 3: Maintain local streets,
sidewalks and alleys on a routine
established schedule to continue to
provide an efficient transportation
system within the community.

T6: Support safety enhancement
projects accessing new school,
including collaborate with school in
Safe Routes to School planning
efforts.

Short Term

***2.4.1: Utilize public engagement meetings to open
discussion with stakeholders regarding desirable routes
within the City.

Short Term

***2.4.2: Consider incorporating bicycle facilities like
painted lanes, sharrows, designated signs, and others to
improve the accessibility and safety of the overall system.

Short/Mid Term

***3.1: Develop a street improvement program that
identifies and prioritizes road maintenance and
improvement needs and integrate this with the City’s
Capital Improvement Program
***3.2: Work with the County and MnDOT as needed
on addressing County and State Highway maintenance
and improvement needs.

4.1: Explore utilizing traffic calming techniques like
reducing the speed limit, implementing mini circles, curb
extensions,
or painted intersections at identified critical
T 4: Incorporate traffic calming
intersections. (See T 2.3)
measures in identified problem areas,
specifically in proximity to
residential and recreational facilities 4.1.1: Conduct a walking audit with local stakeholders
to discuss applicability of traffic calming efforts in
to preserve/protect the
targeted locations in order to enhance walkability and
characteristics of existing
gain political/community support.
neighborhoods and enhance the
overall walkability of the community.
4.1.2: When possible, utilize temporary materials when
implementing improvements to minimize costs and test
improvements prior to investing in full infrastructure
improvement(s).

T 5: Promote and support public
transit opportunities.

Short/Mid/Long Term

5.1: Work with surrounding communities and other
partners to help improve transit availability.

Short Term

Short Term/Ongoing

Short/Mid Term

Short/Mid Term

Ongoing

Ongoing

5.2: Review transportation options, specifically for those
in wheelchairs and with limited mobility, and collaborate
with potential partners to enhance available services.

Short Term

6.1: Provide representation during Safe Routes to School
Planning Process, and also during the development of
other improvement projects when needs dictate.

Short Term

6.2: Collaborate with the school (when possible) to
incorporate safe routes principles into engineering/design
of new site.
6.3: Integrate safe pedestrian and bicycle elements into
highway 73 redesign project with MnDOT specifically in
corridor which provides access to new school site.

Short Term

Short/Mid Term
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Moose Lake Comprehensive Plan Update 2015 ‐ Implementation Checklist
Goal

Objective

Strategy/***Action Step

Timeline

Status

1.1: Extend sewer and water infrastructure to existing un-

CITY FACILITIES

serviced users and continue to extend utilities in an
UC1: Begin Capital
orderly fashion to new users as demand/development
Improvements Planning (CIP)
requires.
process which annually
implements and reviews priorities
to continue to provide adequate
1.2: Incorporate public improvements with
infrastructure (including roads, redevelopment activities to reduce costs. (I.e. replacing
necessary utilities when resurfacing a road)
sidewalks, water/wastewater
facilities, etc.) while balancing
financial constraints.

Moose Lake will
continue
commitment
towards adequate
infrastructure and
maintenance for
city structures,
parks, trails, water
and sanitary
system, roads and
other public
facilities through a
systematic shortrange planning
process to sustain
future growth.

UC 2: Designating a new use for
existing school site will be critical to
continuing maintenance/ utilization
of a community asset.

UC 5: Continue to explore the
feasibility of expanding local utility
capacity including alternative energy
opportunities.
UC 6: Collaborate with utility
companies in identifying alley utility,
easement, right of way, and other
locations.

Ongoing

1.3: Continue to monitor waste water treatment facility
capacity as future growth/demand increases may warrant
expansion/improvement project to meet needs.

Short/Mid Term (Ongoing)

***1.3.1: Take appropriate actions to maintain or
improve efficiency of existing system (i.e. Inflow and
Infiltration (I&I) improvements)

Short/Mid Term

2.1: Designate a committee to discuss and provide input
in determining future uses of the building.

Short Term

***2.1.1: Meet regularly until decision is made,
additionally, establishing long term maintenance
responsibilities could be another role of the committee.

Short/Mid Term

3.1: Annually address, implement, and monitor projects
and mitigation strategies identified in 2014 Carlton
UC 3: Incorporate 2014 Carlton
County Hazard Mitigation Plan.
County Hazard Mitigation Plan
principles into planning process to
3.2: Include Infrastructure and other mitigation
reduce potential damage costs due to
improvements into Capital Improvement Planning (CIP)
natural disasters.
process when addressing annual
maintenance/improvements.

UC 4: Improve storm water
management system to minimize
runoff and protect infrastructure
and property within the city for
excessive damages.

Ongoing

Annually

Ongoing

4.1: Identify areas for storm water management
improvements which provide highest cost mitigation
opportunity.

Short Term

4.2: Support additional green space projects including
rain gardens, roof-top green spaces, and other
impervious surface offsetting projects to help reduce
storm water amounts throughout the city.

Ongoing

4.3: Implement a storm water utility plan to help create
incentives for residential investments in addition to
capital improvements by the City.

Mid Term

Ongoing

Short Term
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Agricultural and Natural Resources Chapter
Goal

Moose Lake will
sustain, maintain,
and enhance its
natural and
agricultural areas
to continue offering
a high quality of life
and promote access
to healthy foods for
residents and
visitors alike.

Strategy/***Action Step

Objective

1.1: Continue to enforce City shoreland and flood plain
ordinances in addition to existing open space district
AR1: Encourage the conservation standards within the community specifically in proximity
and enhancement of natural
to Moosehead Lake and Moose Horn River.
resources and environmentally
sensitive areas within and adjacent to
1.2: Examine natural resources impacted by
Moose Lake.
development both within and directly adjacent to the
City.

AR 2: Support local farmer’s
market or co-op style activities which
provide healthy food options
available within the community.

AR 3: Support improved access to
community gardens.

AR 4: Encourage the reduction of
light pollution by exploring
opportunities to curtail and reverse
any degradation the night sky.

Timeline

Status

Ongoing

Ongoing

2.1: Provide open space for activities to take place if
organized and requested by local
organization/individual(s).

Short-Long Term

3.1: Utilize public Engagement Meetings in order to
identify need and/or potential sites for community
gardens.

Short-Long Term

3.2: Work with local interest group(s) to develop
maintenance, distribution, and use partnership(s) prior to
establishing garden.

Short-Long Term

4.1 Consider adoption of lighting ordinance, involving
residential light height restrictions, light
shielding/directional improvements, motion sensors,
and/or other measures to prevent additional light
pollution and preserve Moose Lake’s night sky.

Short-Mid Term

Recreational and Cultural Resources Chapter

AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL, RECREATIONAL, AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Goal

Objective

Strategy/***Action Step

Timeline

1.1: Inventory and document existing condition of City
parks, examining them for deterioration, maintenance
needs and infrastructure improvements.

Short-Mid Term

1.2: Develop action priorities and estimate costs of
improvements.
RC1: Encourage the maintenance
and expansion of a recreational trail
and parks system throughout the 1.3: Explore opportunities for trail and other recreational
City.
facilities expansion.
***1.3.1: Utilize public engagement strategies (public
meetings, surveys, focus groups, etc.) to help outline
desired facilities / recreational opportunities, potential
trail expansion sites, and other prominent recreational
issues.'

RC 2: Address the role of existing
Parks and Recreation Board to focus
groups efforts on supporting local
parks and trail planning.

Moose Lake will
work to enhance
the recreational and
cultural
opportunities/facilit
ies available to
citizens by
proactively
l
i
d

RC3: The City will continue support
efforts to enhance and sustain the
Riverside Arena.

Status

Mid-Term

Mid-Long Term

Short-Mid Term

Short Term

3.1: The City will lead efforts behind a re-design/
improvement project for the arena to enhance its existing
capacity and additionally remove it from the flood plain.

Short term

***3.1.1: Take lead on bringing design project through
to construction to create multi-faceted community facility
for other events/activities outside of hockey.

Short-Mid Term

***3.1.2: Make long term maintenance commitment to
upkeep of facility by incorporating annual needs into
Capital Improvements Planning (CIP) and/or annual
budgeting processes to continue to capitalize on
investment long term.

Short Term

3.2: The City will continue to search for additional uses
for the arena in order to help spur increased use and
financial sustainability.

Short-Long Term
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planning and
implementing
projects and
programming to
enhance
opportunities
available to both
residents and
travelers.

3.3: The City will support grass-roots efforts to raise
funds/improve/sustain the arena and consider pursuing
grant opportunities to support long term operation and
maintenance.

Ongoing

RC4: The City will identify and
explore recreational facilities,
programming and opportunities for
elderly residents and those with
limited mobility.

Short Term

RC5: Incorporate recreational
facilities into the Capital
Improvements Plan process to ensure
facilities stay out of disrepair.

Short Term

RC 6: Collaborate with Moose Lake
Historical Society to inventory,
preserve, and share the cultural and
historical
documentation/opportunities in the
community.

6.1: The City will support grass-roots efforts to raise
funds for and pursue grant opportunities to implement
improvements to the Soo Line Depot and Historical
Center and support long term operation and
maintenance.

RC 7: Readdress City’s ATV
ordinance to assist enforcement
efforts and curtail activity to areas
designated for ATV use.

Ongoing

Short Term

7.1 Explore driver education, signage improvements,
and other opportunities to enhance ATV user friendliness
of community, while also addressing existing issues of
riding in undesignated areas and causing damage to
property in the community.

Short-Mid Term
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Goal

Objective

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ED 1: Continue to encourage mixed
use zoning in designated areas to
boost infill development and
maintenance.

Moose Lake will promote
jobs, new tax revenue,
diversity of industry, and
seek partnership
opportunities with new
and existing businesses
and industries while
maximizing economic
connections to its natural
and cultural resources by
promoting manageable
growth.

Goal

ED 2: Improve
awareness/communication of local
community events, activities, and
amenities on a local, regional and
statewide scale.

ED 3: Research and engage local
stakeholders in the feasibility of
utilizing a Main Street program to
spur downtown revitalization by
preserving the character/history of
commercial center and create a
destination type feeling of place.

Strategy/***Action Step

Timeline

1.1: Identify areas within the city which could be benefit
by commercial/residential mixed use development could
be effective

Short Term

1.2: Identify and maintain inventory of properties in
need of infill development.

Short Term & Ongoing after

2.1: Continue to partner with the Chamber of
Commerce in promoting/marketing the community and
respective events to the greater public.

Ongoing

***2.1.2: Consider forming/supporting the creation of a
visitor’s bureau to enhance tourism presence/potentially
leverage additional funding efforts for local
improvements.

Short-Mid Term

2.2: Create formalized process for providing
recreational opportunities & community events
information to the public via multiple modes of
communication.

Short Term

2.3: Consider providing regular community
announcements via utility bills or potentially a newsletter
template.

Short Term

2.4: Create a City Facebook page to enhance both
communications with the public as well as online
presence for potential travelers.

Short Term

3.1: Facilitate meetings with existing property and
business owners in the area in addition to other
stakeholders to identify collaborative vision for district.

Short-Mid Term

3.2: Explore opportunities of additional unique
events/attractions (i.e. sidewalk sales, etc.) to take place
in area to generate more foot traffic and usage.

Short-Mid Term

3.3: Use meetings to identify other opportunities for
improvements of downtown region and can inform larger
visionary concepts like form based codes, streetscape
plans, etc.

Short-Mid Term

ED 4: Continue to pursue additional
business opportunities (external and
internal to the community) to
provide needed services and/or
additional jobs to the community.

Ongoing

ED 5: Develop plan to address future
use of vacant property sites within
the city.

Short Term / Ongoing

Objective

Strategy/***Action Step

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION

IGC1: Explore opportunities for expanding partnership(s) of services with Moose Lake
Township through annexationand other neighboring jurisdictions (Extended Recycling
Program, Police District, Full-time Fire, etc.)

Moose Lake will work
cooperatively with
Carlton County, the State
of Minnesota, and other
public and private entities
to provide cost effective
high quality public
services.

Timeline

Status

Status

Short-Mid Term

IGC 2: Continue communication
with DOC and MSOP in order to
stay informed of needs as they arise.

2.1: Continue semi-annual meetings with entities to
insure open communication is occurring regarding
emerging needs/trends in the community for all entities
involved.

Ongoing

IGC3: Collaborate with Carlton
County and State of Minnesota
officials and other entities.

3.1: Proactively collaborate with and inform Carlton
County and Minnesota officials of the needs in Moose
Lake regarding resources, housing, economic
development, transportation, and other issues as they
arise.

Ongoing

IGC4: Collaborate with Moose Lake area Community Care Integration Pilot Program and
continue to support efforts by Organization moving forward.

Short Term / Ongoing

IGC5 Collaborate with regional entities, like Healthy Northland local Statewide Health
Improvement Program (SHIP) coordinators and other stakeholders to implement active
living, public health, and other related improvements and programming to promote healthy
lifestyles in the community.

Short Term / Ongoing
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Goal

Objective

Strategy/***Action Step

LU1: Maintain a modern, up-to-date zoning ordinance,
zoning map, official map, and permitting documents.

LAND USE

Goal

Short-Long Term

LU3: Incorporate form based zoning into zoning
ordinance which can include elements such as parking
locations and limits, building frontages and entrances, and
streetscaping to create ‘sense of place’ within the
community (i.e. downtown district).

Short-Mid Term

LU4: Incorporate/Enforce open space and/or park
requirements into zoning ordinance and subdivision
ordinance to preserve recreational opportunities for all
new and existing neighborhoods.

Short-Mid Term

LU5: Connect existing and new neighborhoods, public
facilities, park, school, and other community destinations
to the City’s trail system.

Ongoing

LU6: Work with commercial developers to find flexible
areas of lot sizes, parking requirements, etc. in order to
preserve small town atmosphere and avoid ‘big box store’
footprints.

Ongoing

LU7: Continue working relationship with Moose Lake
Township and consider orderly annexation with Moose
Lake Township.

Ongoing

LU8: Collaborate with School Board in new school siting
design efforts.

Short Term

Strategy/***Action Step

IMPLEMENTATION

1.1: Annually review the implementation
checklist at a City Council meeting to
determine each step’s implementation
status and to re-determine each step’s
current priority level. Utilize this meeting
as a public hearing/engagement session to
continue incorporating public priorities
into investment decisions.

The City of Moose Lake will
actively work as an entity
and with stakeholders to
complete the strategies
identified in the
comprehensive plan and will
review and update
implementation annually

Short Term

LU2: Continue efforts to expand amount land available
for commercial & residential development along Highway
73 corridor.

Objective

Status

Ongoing

1.1: Update City Zoning Ordinance Code to include
modern developmental concerns and streamline
administration.

Moose Lake will
have land use
policies that
promote sustainable
land use, actively
plan for the future,
and seek to promote
effective use of each
property while still
facilitating cost
effective and
efficient public
services. Moose
Lake’s land use
policies will be clear,
efficient and easy to
administer.

Timeline

I1: An implementation checklist will be
developed listing each strategy action item in
the Plan and organized in a spreadsheet with
some general implementation steps, responsible 1.2: Change, update, or end actions that
entities and timeframe.
need alterations or have been completed or
new project priorities emerge.

Timeline

Annually

Mid-Long Term

2.1: Continue communication with
grantors like MnDOT, and MnDNR to be
aware of possible grant solicitations and
parameters for eligible projects.

Ongoing

2.3: Utilize ARDC in order to gain
technical assistance for project
applications, management, and other
services offered when deemed necessary.

2015:
2016:
2017:
2018:
2019:
2020:
2021:
2022:
2023:

Annually

1.3: When over half of the finite
objectives are completed from existing
plan, begin discussion of identifying next
steps for plan update process.

2.2: Monitor and utilize ARDC’s
‘Community Planning Toolkit’ for
I 2: Monitor available grant opportunities to
financial and technical assistance resources
leverage funds to implement larger scale
information and availability for
projects.
implementation assistance.

Status

Ongoing

Short-Mid-Long Term
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